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Exactly how is to make certain that this Magical Secrets About Thinking Creatively: The Art Of Etching
And The Truth Of Life By Kathan Brown will not presented in your shelfs? This is a soft documents book
Magical Secrets About Thinking Creatively: The Art Of Etching And The Truth Of Life By Kathan Brown,
so you can download and install Magical Secrets About Thinking Creatively: The Art Of Etching And The
Truth Of Life By Kathan Brown by purchasing to get the soft data. It will certainly reduce you to review it
every time you need. When you really feel careless to relocate the published publication from the home of
office to some place, this soft documents will certainly ease you not to do that. Due to the fact that you could
just save the data in your computer unit as well as gadget. So, it enables you review it almost everywhere
you have readiness to check out Magical Secrets About Thinking Creatively: The Art Of Etching And The
Truth Of Life By Kathan Brown

Review
Magical Secrets is the small embodiment of a huge effort. Once engaged, you may have a major revelation,
or you may just solve a nagging mystery. ----The Journal of the Mid America Print Council

This book affords a rare glimpse into the creative thought processes of artists such as Chuck Close, John
Cage, Peter Doig and Brown herself. The magical secrets of the title comprise 13 tips on how to think and
work creatively. In each case, at least one artist is chosen to illustrate the point. The rich variety of tone and
colour of the selected artworks help to dispel the myth that etchings can only ever be scratchy black line
drawings on white paper. Various intaglio techniques are described and there is an ample glossary. The
accompanying DVD is a useful supplementary aid. ----Alan Smith, Printmaking Today 2006

About the Author
Kathan Brown is an artist, writer, printer, and entrepreneur who founded Crown Point Press, publishers of
artists' etchings, in the San Francisco Bay Area in 1962. Kathan Brown is the author of six books, the most
recent of which is Magical Secrets About Thinking Creatively: The Art of Etching and the Truth of Life
(Crown Point/Prestel 2006).
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Magical Secrets About Thinking Creatively: The Art Of Etching And The Truth Of Life By Kathan
Brown. The industrialized modern technology, nowadays sustain every little thing the human demands. It
consists of the daily tasks, tasks, workplace, amusement, as well as much more. Among them is the terrific
website connection and also computer system. This condition will certainly alleviate you to support one of
your pastimes, reviewing habit. So, do you have going to read this book Magical Secrets About Thinking
Creatively: The Art Of Etching And The Truth Of Life By Kathan Brown now?

Positions now this Magical Secrets About Thinking Creatively: The Art Of Etching And The Truth Of Life By
Kathan Brown as one of your book collection! Yet, it is not in your cabinet collections. Why? This is guide
Magical Secrets About Thinking Creatively: The Art Of Etching And The Truth Of Life By Kathan Brown
that is offered in soft documents. You can download and install the soft documents of this incredible book
Magical Secrets About Thinking Creatively: The Art Of Etching And The Truth Of Life By Kathan Brown
currently and in the link offered. Yeah, various with the other people who look for book Magical Secrets
About Thinking Creatively: The Art Of Etching And The Truth Of Life By Kathan Brown outside, you can
get easier to posture this book. When some individuals still walk into the shop as well as search guide
Magical Secrets About Thinking Creatively: The Art Of Etching And The Truth Of Life By Kathan Brown,
you are below only stay on your seat and also obtain the book Magical Secrets About Thinking Creatively:
The Art Of Etching And The Truth Of Life By Kathan Brown.

While the other individuals in the shop, they are not exactly sure to find this Magical Secrets About Thinking
Creatively: The Art Of Etching And The Truth Of Life By Kathan Brown straight. It could need more times
to go store by store. This is why we suppose you this website. We will provide the very best means as well as
reference to get the book Magical Secrets About Thinking Creatively: The Art Of Etching And The Truth Of
Life By Kathan Brown Even this is soft documents book, it will certainly be convenience to lug Magical
Secrets About Thinking Creatively: The Art Of Etching And The Truth Of Life By Kathan Brown any place
or save at home. The distinction is that you may not need relocate guide Magical Secrets About Thinking
Creatively: The Art Of Etching And The Truth Of Life By Kathan Brown area to area. You could require
just copy to the various other tools.
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Cultural Writing. Art. Essays. MAGICAL SECRETS ABOUT THINKING CREATIVELY: THE ART OF
ETCHING AND THE TRUTH OF LIFE by Kathan Brown is a new volume in the Magical Secrets series
published by Crown Point Press in San Francisco. What are Magical Secrets? They are ways of setting
yourself up for thinking creatively, for a sudden understanding, something like a miracle. Kathan Brown
learned the Magical Secrets in this book by helping artists of extraordinary acclaim make etchings. She
founded Crown Point Press, now probably the world's most influential etching publisher, in 1962. In this
book, you'll meet sixteen artists who will be remembered by future generations. Kathan Brown knows them
well, and with pictures and graceful, inviting prose she shares with you their ways of working, thinking, and
being.
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Most helpful customer reviews

42 of 45 people found the following review helpful.
The art of life
By Rachel Lyon
In a culture where art and life are often inextricable, Magical Secrets comes as the latest in a series of books,
sites and magazines that keep them entwined. In the last few years, the number of magazines and websites
devoted to art criticism, art projects and found art, has ballooned, a sign of rising enthusiasm about art among
people from all walks of life. There is an abundance of new books, on one hand (the hand of cultural
criticism), Michael Kimmelman's The Accidental Masterpiece: On the Art of Life and Vice Versa, John
Updike's Still Looking: Essays on American Art; on the other hand (the hand of pure pop culture) an
insurgence of immensely successful novels based as much on art as on life: Girl with a Pearl Earring,
Jonathan Harr's The Lost Painting, last but not least, The Da Vinci Code. And then there are plenty of
examples of pop cultural criticism, such as Hal Niedzvieki's Hello, I'm Special: How Individuality Became
the New Conformity, along with countless books and products on the market designed to help everyone from
businessmen to babies to bus drivers embrace their own creative genius.

Magical Secrets, which is at once a book, a DVD, and a website ([...] is one of the smartest of these forays
into exploring creativity. The book is formulaic without being predictable: Author Kathan Brown has
organized it into thirteen chapters, one for each "magical secret," (my favorites are chapters five and six,
"Don't Know What You Want" and "Know What You Don't Want," a very Zen-like juxtaposition). Magical
Secrets manages to pack a lot in, from stories about artists to musings on the creative thought process. Yet
Brown spends no more than a handful of pages on any one Secret, and addresses her reader clearly and
concisely, not as an entertainer or an academic but as a confidant, pupil and friend. She guides her audience
confidently on a path that leads inward, but still somehow ends up outside the self.

It is a feat in itself simply that Magical Secrets conveys a lot of information. Etching, one finds, is a
centuries-old technique of incising an image into metal with acid. The artist begins by covering the surface
of a copper plate with a hard, waxy ground. He cuts the image he wants into the ground with an etching
needle or other sharp tool, then submerges the plate in acid. The acid bites into the grooves and crevices, the
waxy ground is rubbed off, and the image is left engrained in the smooth surface of the plate. The resulting
incisions are filled with ink, a piece of paper is placed on the plate, and the whole thing is run through the
printing press. Scraping and burnishing the copper, rubbing the ink into the grooves, and pulling the plate
through the press are highly physical, labor-intensive processes that involve a lot of painstaking, detailed
work, yet the resulting lines an artist can get are often the most delicate you've ever seen, and the textures the
most subtle. Though etching is appreciated by many art lovers, the number of master etchers in the United
States might be comparable to the number of virtuoso organists or rare orchid cultivators. It is not the first
thing most people think of when faced with something as huge as Life.

But etching has been Kathan Brown's life. Despite the beauty of etching, it was not taken seriously in the
United States contemporary art market until Brown made it her mission to revive it. Since Crown Point
Press's inception in 1962, artists from all over the world who work in different mediums--from San Francisco
conceptual sculptor Tom Marioni to New York composer John Cage; from Australian Aboriginal artist
Dorothy Napangardi to Pakistani-born miniature painter Shahzia Sikander--have been drawn there for a
unique experience in art making. Magical Secrets about Thinking Creatively marks the forty-fourth year in
Brown's highly energetic and passionate career.

The variety of art represented at Crown Point speaks to the depth of Brown's understanding of it; while her
technique is narrow, her scope is broad, and that is what makes Magical Secrets a compelling read. Brown



offers a broad understanding of the etching process, and ultimately steps back to examine creativity itself.
"Many artists have told me that after working with etching they have a new awareness of what they are doing
in their painting or sculpture," she writes in the preface. "You can share their awareness through this book,
which is for artists and people who have - or would like to have - the spirit of an artist." Indeed, Brown's
style makes it difficult not to share this awareness: like good art, her writing makes her subject seem both
obvious and somehow profound.

2 of 8 people found the following review helpful.
Narrow and superficial
By John P. Stratis
It may not be fair to critique a book that is not what I expected to be. Perhaps the better course may be to
critique the presentation. The attempt is both narrow and superficial. The topics of creativity are just that,
topics, without delving into what they mean and the explanations about the art of etching are also superficial.
If one read the glossary in the back of the book you would pick up what information was available in the
body of the book. I would not take the time to read this book if your are looking for etching information or
exploring the topic of creativity.

11 of 11 people found the following review helpful.
The creative practise explained and illustrated
By M. Stankewitz
If you are looking for a detailed,technical manual on etching this book might not be the right choice even
though the process is explained very well.

If you want to understand the principles of creativity in art,but not only in art, this is a great source no matter
whether you be an artist and art lover or not.

Kathan Brown the founder of Crown Point Press,San Francisco explains 13 secrets that artist use to come to
superior results in their field. These secrets are patterns of behaviour or strategies that she observed over
decades working with such outstanding artists like Richard Diebenkorn,Wayne Thiebaud,Kiki Smith and
others. Kathan Brown publishes the essence of her very long experience with numerous artist that worked at
her studio. Each secret is featured in one chapter and each chapter is dedicated to one artist.

"Magical secrets" is an extraordinary book that has a singular position in the literature on art and creativity,
because it is routed in lived experience with artists. I don't know of any other publication that offers such
clear,precise and complete insight into the principles of creative work. Instead of lengthy,difficult theories
Kathan Brown explains straight and in an entertaining way what are the driving forces behind artists actions.

Together with the book there comes a CD-rom with videos, a lecture by Kathan Brown and interesting
interviews with the artists featured. The book is printed in excellent quality with numerous colored
reproductions of artist works,rare photographs taken of artists in her studio and others.

See all 8 customer reviews...
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